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To  the  Members  of  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health, 

and  to  the  Local  Authority  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenoch. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  sixth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenock  for  the  year  1924,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Scottish  Board  of 
Health. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  do  not  compare  favour- 
ably with  the  year  preceding,  which,  of  course,  shewed 
lower  figures  than  any  previously  recorded.  As  stated  last 
year,  the  favourable  figures  wrere  to  a great  extent  due  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  serious  epidemic  disease  affecting 
young  children  which  had  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  statis- 
tics generally,  but  during  1924  Measles,  whilst  not  so  ex- 
tensive as  in  the  last  epidemic,  were  present  to  a consider- 
able extent  as  well  as  Whooping  Cough,  and  these  two 
diseases  had  a considerable  effect  in  the  direction  of  raising 
the  general  death-rate.  The  death-rate  from  all  causes  is 
15.22  after  correction  for  transfers,  as  compared  with  12.9-3 
in  1923,  and  an  average  of'  10.0  for  the  preceding  five 
years.  The  birth-rate,  24.16  compares  with  27.0  in  1923, 
and  an  average  of  29.32  for  the  preceding  five  years.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  the  birth-rate  appears  to  be  steadily 
declining. 

The  Phthisis  death-rate,  9.86  per  10,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, is  very  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  preceding  year 
when  the  rate  was  9.80,  but  the  death-rate  from  all  Tuber- 
culous diseases,  14.25  per  10,000  of  the  population,  is  very 
considerably  less  than  the  death-rate  from  these  causes  in 
1923,  when  the  rate  was  15.44.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  the  decline  here  in  the  death-rate  is  progressive. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  County  Sanatorium,  the  finan- 
cial question  is  still  operative  as  the  cost  of  building  has 
not  yet  become  more  reasonable,  but  I am  still  of  opinion 
that  something  might  be  done  in  the  direction  oi  segrega- 
tion of  the  young  contacts  of  Tubercular  disease  who  are 
living  at  present  under  the  most  unfavourable  housing  con- 
ditions. If  buildings  were  erected,  suitably  situated  in  the 
country,  by  the  Education  Authority,  or  in  conjunction 
with  the  Local  Authority,  where  their  education  could  be 
carried  on,  I am  confident  that  it  would  have  a great  influ- 
ence in  lessening  the  incidence  of  actual  Tubercular  disease, 


and,  as  I stated  in  my  Report  last  year,  it  would  be  more 
likely  to  result  in  useful  healthy  citizens  than  i>  at  all  pro- 
bable to  result  from  the  expensive  buildings  which  are 
already  erected  extensively  throughout  the  country  for  de- 
fective children,  mentally  and  otherwise.  However,  the 

treatment  of  all  kinds  of  Tubercular  Disease  has  been -car- 
ried out  systematically  in  our  .local  Institutions  and  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  the  numbers  of  cases  accommo- 
dated in  Gateside  Hospital  and  Smithston  Pavilion  being 
much  in  excess  of  previous  years,  whilst  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  otherwise  than  Pulmonary  has  been 
dealt  with  at  the  Dispensary  by  local  application  of  the 
Simpson  Light,  with,  I believe,  very  marked  success.  I 
think  I may  be  permitted  to  assume  that  the  decline  in  the 
mortality  from  such  forms  of  Tubercular  Disease  is  to  some 
extent  to  be  referred  to  such  local  treatment  at  the  Dispen- 
sary. In  addition  to  our  local  Institutions  we  are  still  deriv- 
ixiff  much  benefit  from  the  working  agreements  which  we 
have  established  with  other  Institutions  throughout  Scot- 
land for  the  treatment  of  Tubercular  patients. 

The  Clinic  at  Shaw  Place  continues  to  be  attended  by 
eyer-increasing  numbers,  and  in  this  connection  the  Board 
of  Health  have  authorized  the  employment  of  additional 
medical  assistance  to  cope  with  the  large  numbers  which 
attend  the  Clinics.  By  this  arrangement,  not  only  do  the  chil- 
dren receive  greater  personal  attention,  but  the  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare'  is  re- 
lieved of  what  was  a duty  very  much  in  excess  of  what  was 
.to  be  expected  of  her.  The,  numbers  of  children  brought 
tfiere  were  still  suffering  from  inanition  due  to  want  of 
nourishment  rather  than  from  actual  disease,  and  the  Milk 
Committee,  which  co-operates  closely  with  the  Clinics,  and 
to  whom  the  children  are  referred  by  the  Medical  Officers, 
have  their  numbers  increased  to  a great  extent.  This  has 
resulted  in  a very  considerable  improvement  in  the  Health 
of  such  children,  as  is  indicated  by  the  resultant  satisfac- 
tory increase  of  weight  in  most  cases. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  at  Togo  House,  a record  of  the 
work  of  which  is  referred  to  in  my  Report  elsewhere,  still 
continues  to  do  good  work,  and  the  Local  Authority  have 
been  taking  steps  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  the  Hospi- 
tal, which,  I believe,  will  result  in  this  much  needed  in- 
crease in  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by  the  community  becom- 
ing an  accomplished  fact  before  the  issue  of  my  next  Report. 

With  regard  to  Ihe  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal 
Diseases  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  this  still  continues  to  be 
satisfactorily  accomplished  to  an  ever-increasing  number  of 
patients,  and  Dr.  Donald,  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  re- 


ports  that  muc  h benefit  lias  been  derived  by  those  attending 
the  Clinic.  As  stated  elsewhere,  I have  to  record  the  death 
of  our  very  efficient  and  qualified  attendant,  Mr.  Brow  ness, 
to  whom  so  much  of  the  success  of  the  Clinic  was  due,  but 
we  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  a suc- 
cessor who  seems  eminently  qualified  to  carry  on  the  good 
work  instituted  by  his  predecessor  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Carson.  In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  Female  case,s,  this 
still  continues  to  be  done  through  our  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Department  in  connection  with  the  Glasgow  Treat- 
ment Centres,  and  the  Clinic  at  Paisley  for  indoor  cases,  but 
I am  still  hopeful  that  we  will  succeed  in  establishing 
Clinics  for  Female  cases  in  Greenodk  without  having  to 
resort  to  the  rather  cumbersome  method  of  having  the  cases 
treated  elsewhere.  The  question  of  the  whole  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases  being  undertaken  on  a County  basis 
does  not  appear  to  have  found  favour  with  some  of  the 
smaller  Local  Authorities,  and  I fear  that  not  much  head- 
way in  that  direction  will  be  made  in  the  future,  although 
in  my  opinion  it  would  be  the  more  economical  way  of  deal- 
ing with  that  Disease. 

I am, 


Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


1.4. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOUNDARIES  OF  DISTRICTS. 


A — East — All  east  of  a line  running  down  the  centre  of 
Lynedoch  Street  and  Bogle  Street,  by  way  of  Regent 
Street.  (Wards  I.,  II.,  III.) 

B — East  Central — From  a line  drawn  down  the  centre  of 
Ann  Street,  Buccleuch  Street  and  Yennel  to  West  Har- 
bour, and  thence  eastward  to  boundary  of  foregoing  dis- 
trict. (Wards  IV.  and  V.) 

C — West  Central — From  a line  down  the  centre  of  West 
Burn,  Nelson  Street,  Argyle  Street  and  Laird  Street,  by 
way  of  West  Blackball  Street,  to  the  Albert  Harbour, 
and  thence  eastward  to  boundary  of  foregoing  districts. 
(Wards  VI.  and  VII.) 

D -West — All  west  of  the  foregoing  district  to  the  borders 
of  Gateside  Area. 

E — Gateside  Area — The  area  annexed  under  the  Greenock 
Corporation  Act,  1909,  including  Smithston  Poorhouse 
and  Asylum,  Gateside  Fever  Hospital,  the  cottages  at 
Gateside,  and  a few  farms. 


REPORT 

ON  THE 

Health  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenock 

For  the  Year  1924. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  population  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  to  the  middle  of  1924  is  82,199,  and  will  be 
used  throughout  this  Report.  As  stated  last  year,  however, 
and  for  the  same  reasons,  I believe  that  this  number  is  con- 
siderably underestimated. 

Deaths. — There  were  1,27G  deaths  registered  in  the 
Burgh  during  1924,  representing  a gross  death-rate  of  15.54 
per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  figure,  however,  is 
subject  to  correction  in  respect  of  transfers,  there  being  40 
“ In,”  and  66  “ Out,”  and  the  net  total  deaths  number 
1,259,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  15.25.  The  average  for 
the  last  five  years  was  16.92. 

Age  Distribution  of  Mortality.  — Table  1 shews  the 
total  deaths  in  the  Burgh,  arranged  according  to  age 
periods. 


Under  i year  there  were 

225 

deaths 

or  18.0  per  cent,  of  the 

Between  i and  2 years 

120 

M 

9-6  ..  ». 

„ 2 and  5 „ 

63 

tt 

5-04  .. 

„ 5 and  15  „ 

49 

tt 

3-92  „ 

„ 15  and  25  „ 

66 

it 

5-28  ..  .. 

„ 25  and  45  „ 

144 

tt 

1152  „ 

„ 45  and,  65  „ 

255 

ti 

20.4 

Over  65  years. 

328 

tt 

26.24  .. 

This  shews  a decrease  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years, 
but  an  increase  at  all  other  age  periods. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 year  per 
1000  births).  — There  were  225  deaths  amongst  infants 
under  1 year,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  118.40.  In  1923  there 
were  169  deaths,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  76.67,  and  the  aver- 
age for  the  last  five  years  was  109.48.  The  prevalence  of 
Whooping  Cough  and  Pneumonia  was  to  a considerable  ex- 
tent the  cause  of  the  increase,  whilst  Measles  was  also  re- 
sponsible for  considerable  increase  in  the  mortality. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births 
over  deaths,  was  730,  as  against  1,149  in  1923,  and  the 
average  for  the  last  five  years  was  1,969.  This  is  chiefly  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  declining  birth-rate. 
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Area.  — The  area  of  the  Burgh  is  2,945  acres,  and  the 
density  of  the  population  is  27.87  persons  per  acre.  This  is 
explained  by  the  11  og'istrai'-t Tenoral's  estimate  being’  500 
more  than  for  the  preceding  year. 

•-  . i * * 

Births. — 1,984  births  were  registered  durihfg  the  year. 
This  was  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  24.16  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  In  1923  the  births  numbered  2,204,  this  being 
equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  27.0  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  was  29.32. 


Of  the  births  registered  1,000  were  male  and  984  were 
female,  thus  shewing  for  the  fifth  consecutive  year  an  excess 
of  males  over  females.  I believe  this  to  be  quite  a unique 
state  of  affairs  as  compared  with  other  districts.  The  ille- 
gitimate births  number  95,  or  4.78  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
which  shews  a decrease  from  last  year  when  the  rate  was 
4.99  per  cent. 


Comparison  op  Districts  A,  B,  C,  and  D. 


i For  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  Districts  of  A,  B.  C. 
and  D,  I have  estimated  the  population  of  each.  This  esti- 
mate is  based  upon  the  ratio  which  the  total  number  of  Par- 
liamentary Voters  in  the  Burgh  bears  to  the  total  population,’ 
and  the  number  of  voters  in  each  ward  multiplied  by  this 
figure  gives  the  estimated  population.  This  has  enabled 
me  to  ascertain  the  state  of  each  district  from  the  Public 
Health  point  of  view,  and  the  results  are  set  out  in  the  fol- 
lowing Tables — District  E.,  which  is  mainly  institutional, 
being  ignored : — 


District. 

A.  East, 

B.  East  Central, 

C.  West  Centrai, 

D.  West, 

Whole  Burgh, 


Ththisis 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 


District. 

East, 

East  Central, 
West  Central, 
West, 

Whole  Burgh, 


Population. 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate. 

25,077 

15-99 

1-23 

17.3S1 

15-iS 

0.46 

24,343 

16.43 

1.31 

15.295 

11.44 

0.65 

S2, 100 

15-22 

0.9S 

Infantile 

Births. 

- Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

704 

28.07 

109.37 

436 

25.0S 

105-50 

680 

27-93 

129.94 

148 

9.67 

74-32 

1,984 

24.16 

113.40 

from  the 

above  the  East 

District  shews 

the  highest  birth-rate.  The  AVest  Central  shew*  the  high- 
est infantile  death-rate  as  also  the  highest  wrUj-rate.  The 
Phthisis  death-rate  in  the  AVest  Central  District  is  higher 
than  in  any  of  the  other  Districts. 
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CLASSIFICATION  AND  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Zymotic  Diseases.  — The  various  forms  of  infectious 
disease,  including  Influenza,  but  excluding  Phthisis  and 
Pneumonia,  caused  182  deaths,  as  against  77  in  1923.  Com- 
pared with  1923  this  shews  an  increase  of  105  deaths.  This 
is  obviously  due  to  a great  extent  to  the  presence  of  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough  as  already  stated.  The  Zymotic  death- 
rate  for  the  year  is  2.21,  an  increase  of  1.27  as  compared 
with  1923,  and  an  increase  as  compared  with  the  average  of 
the  last  five  years  of  .53,  when  the  average  was  1.89. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — Phthisis  caused  81,  and  other 
Tuberculous  Diseases  36  deaths.  The  latter  included  9 
deaths  from  Tubercular  Meningitis  and  3 from  Abdominal 
Tuberculosis.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1923  and  the 
previous  five  years’  average  are  as  follows: — 

Other 

Phthisis.  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

1923.  So  46 

Previous  5 years’  average,  ...  79  49 

The  death-rate  from  Phthisis  was  0.98  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  and  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculous  Disease, 
including  Phthisis,  1.42,  as  compared  with  1.54  in  1923. 
The  relative  figures  for  the  average  of  the  last  five  years 
were  .96  and  1.55.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  mor- 
tality from  all  forms  of  Tuberculous  disease  shews  a decline, 
not  only  as  compared  with  1923,  but  with  the  average  for 
the  last  five  years. 

Diseases  Classified  according  to  Systems. — Diseases  of 
the  Respiratory  System  stand  highest  with  211  deaths,  in- 
cluding 129  from  Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia  and 
61  from  Bronchitis,  whilst  the  diseases  of  the  Circulatory 
System  caused  148  deaths.  Deaths  from  diseases  of  the 
Nervous  System  numbered  59,  and  there  were  39  deaths 
from  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  the  very  considerable  decrease  in  the  mortality  from 
the  two  systems  last  mentioned. 

Malignant  Diseases  (including  Cancer).  — There  were 
103  deaths,  of  which  50  were  males  and  53  females.  These 
diseases  still  retain  a prominent  place  in  the  Vital  Statistics 
of  the  Burgh,  although  the  average  for  the  last  five  years 
was  94.  The  number  of  deaths  this  year,  103,  equals  the 
number  in  1915.  which  is  the  highest  number  recorded  in  any 
year. 

Accidents  and  Violence. — 37  deaths  were  caused  in  this 
manner,  28  being  males  and  9 females.  2 of  the  deaths  were 
due  to  drowning,  as  against  4 last  year,  and  4 were  suicidal. 
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Premature  Births.  — 43  deaths  were  accounted  for 
through  Premature  Birth  equal  to  21. 07  per  1,000  births. 
This  shews  a very  considerable  increase  from  the  figures  of 
recent  years,  and  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  when  one  con- 
siders the  very  satisfactory  attendance  at  the  ante-natal 
clinics,  where  much  advice  calculated  to  benefit  matters  in 
this  direction  is  given. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

3,939  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  171  cases  of 
Tubercular  Disease  — in  all  4,110  cases  — were  ascertained 
during  the  year.  In  1923  the  numbers  were  respectively 
1,696  and  209 — a total  of  1,905.  Compared  with  1923  the 
following  shew  an  increase:  — Diphtheria.  Pneumonia, 
Enteric  Fever,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  while  Scarlet 
Fever,  Erysipelas  and  Chickenpox  shew  a decrease. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Malaria.  81  cases  of  Pneumonia 
were  notified  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Pneumonia, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  etc.)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1919, 
and  are  included  in  the  figure  above  given  for  Infectious 
Diseases.  When  one  considers  that  30  of  the  81  cases  of 
Pneumonia  occurred  in  children  under  one  year,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  account  for  the  largely  increased  infantile  mor- 
tality. 

Table  II.  shews  the  mortality  at  different  periods  of  life 
occurring  in  each  of  the  five  districts  during  the  year. 

Table  III.  shews  the  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 
Burgh  of  Greenock,  but  occurring  in  other  districts  during 
the  year. 

Table  IV.  shews  the;  total  mortality  during  the  year 
with  the  equivalent  death-rates. 

Table  V.  shews  the  Infantile  Mortality  from  stated 
causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year. 

Table  "VI.  shews  the  number  of  cases  ascertained  month 
by  month  during  the  year,  and  indicates  the  prevalence  of 
disease  as  regards  season.  The  greatest  number  of  cases  was 
ascertained  in  the  month  of  April,  chiefly  owing  to  Measles, 
the  prevalent  disease,  and  the  lowest  number  in  July. 

Table  Til.  shews  the  source  of  information  of  the  ex- 
istence of  Infectious  Disease.  Of  the  total  3,939  cases  as- 
certained (in  addition  to  the  171  cases  of  Tubercular 
Disease)  3,221  were  reported  by  Householders  in  terms  of 
the  Greenock  Corporation  Act,  1909,  435  were  notified  by 
Medical  Practitioners,  190  by  Householders  and  Medical 
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Practitioners,  16  Gy  Public  Health  Officers,  and  77  were  re- 
ported after  death  by  the  Registrars.  The  cases  reported 
by  the  Registrars  included  37  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  22 
cases  of  Measles,  1 case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  16  cases 
of  Diarrhoea,  and  1 case  of'  Erysipelas. 

Table  VIII.  gives  a comparative  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of'  cases  of  Zymotic  Diseases  treated  at  Home  and  in 
Hospital,  and  sIicavs  the  number  of  apartments  in  the  homes 
of  the  patients.  Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  100  per  cent, 
vere  treated  in  Hospital;  of  Enteric  Fever  95.45  per  cent. 
— there  Avas  only  one  case  treated  at  Home ; and  of  Diph- 
theria 98.63  per  cent.  As  regards  the*  Diphtheria  cases 
treated  at  home,  two  in  number,  both  died  before  notification. 

Table  IX.  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  ascertained  with  the  removals  to  Hospital  from  the 
five  districts  during  the  year. 

Table  X.  sheAvs  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough,  Avith  or  without  medical  attendance,  and 
the  percentage  of'  deaths  to  cases  ascertained  month  by 
month. 

Table  XI.  compares  the  mortality  at  home  and  in  hospi- 
tal in  relation  to  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever  and 
Diphtheria. 

Table  XII.  sIicavs  the  number  of'  families  and  persons 
accommodated  in  the  Reception  House  during  the  year. 

INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES. 

Smallpox. — There  Avas  no  case  of  Smallpox  during  the 
year. 

Chickenpox. — During  the  year  203  cases  were  reported 
under  the  Greenock  Corporation  Act,  1909.  There  AA’as  no 
death.  The  number  of  cases  reported  in  1923  Avas  505. 

Enteric  Fever. — 10  cases  of  this  disease  Avere  notified  in 
the  Burgh  during  the  year,  but  in  no  case  was  there  any  ap- 
parent connection  betAveen  the  cases  occurring  in  different 
households.  In  addition  to  the  above,  one  case  occurred  in 
the  person  of  a male  patient  in  Smithston  Asylum,  and  Avas 
removed  to  Gateside  Hospital.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  amongst  the 
female  mental  patients  at  Smithston.  Eleven  persons  in  all 
Avere  affected,  and  investigation  of  the  aaIioIc  circumstances, 
in  conjunction  Avith  Board  of  Health  Experts,  revealed  the 
presence  of  a female  **  carrier.'  this  woman  had  been  a 
patient  in  the  Asylum  for  many  years,  and  it  is  quit©  pos- 
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sible  that  she  may  have  been  connected  in  some  way  with 
sporadic  cases  which  have  occurred  occasionally  there 
during  the  past  few  years.  The  cases  were  nursed  in  a ward 
set  aside  for  the  purpose  in  Smithston,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  steps  taken  will  result  in  the  epidemic  being  controlled, 
but  I am  not  quite  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  we  have 
got  to  the  root  of  the  trouble  there.  I have  had  to  comment 
on  the  interference  with  the  water  supply  of  Smithston, 
which  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  filter  cleaned, 
and  have  reported  that  this  cannot  be  satisfactorily  per- 
formed unless  an  alternative  filter  is  provided.  The  sewer, 
which  was  originally  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  the  re- 
moval of  sewage  from  Smithston  alone,  has,  within  recent 
years,  had  other  connections  made  with  it  from  various 
houses  which  have  been  built  in  the  district,  and  I am  not 
satisfied  that  the  sewer  itself  is  now  sufficiently  large 
enough  to  efficiently  perform  the  duties  for  which  it  is  being 
used.  The  new  Corporation  Housing  Scheme,  however,  pro- 
vides for  a larger  sewer  being  constructed  in  that  district, 
which  will  relieve  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs. 

In  regard  to  the  control  of  Infectious  Disease  generally 
in  Smithston,  it  is  difficult  to  gain  information  in  as  satis- 
factory a way  from  the  mental  patients  as  from  ordinary 
persons,  and  it  is  at  all  times  a difficult  matter  to  get  to  the 
root  of  Enteric  outbreaks  amongst  the  mental  cases.  So 
far  as  I am  aware  there  are  spread  over  Scotland  a consider- 
able number  of  known  mental  “ carriers  ” of  Enteric  Fever, 
and  it  would  appear  to  me  that  segregation  of  such  persons 
under  one  roof  in  some  part  of'  the  country  would  very 
greatly  reduce  not  only  administrative  expenses,  but  would 
also  lessen  the  chances  of  further  outbreaks  of  the  disease 
in  the  various  foci  in  which  these  persons  are  at  present 
being  accommodated  individually. 

Typhus.  — There  wasi  no  case  of  Typhus  during  the 

year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 217  cases  were  notified.  The  diagnosis 
in  2 cases  was  altered  after  admission  to  Hospital.  There 
were  five  deaths,  being  2.30  per  cent,  of  the  cases  ascer- 
tained. In  1923  the  number  of  cases  and  the  mortality  rate 
were  400  and  1.50  respectively. 

100  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified  were  treated  in  Hos- 
pital, as  compared  with  99.50  per  cent,  in  1923. 

All  contacts,  excepting  such  as  previously  had  had  the 
disease,  adult  persons,  and  the  occupiers  of  houses  where 
the  need  for  isolation  was  obviously  unnecessary,  were  ac- 
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comruodated  in  the  Reception  House  for  a period  of  10  days 
from  last  exposure  to  infection.  Disinfection  of  the  cloth- 
ing and  of  the  infected  houses  was  carried  out  by  thg  De- 
partment after  each  case,  and  the  susceptible  contacts  who 
were  attending  school  were  debarred  for  a period  of  10  days. 
The  usual  notices  to  the  headmasters  of  schools  were  issued 
in  regard  to  the  debarring  and  freeing  of  the  children. 

Diphtheria. — 147  cases  were  notified,  of  which  145  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  2 died  at  home  before  notification. 
There  were  5 deaths,  3 occurring  in  Hospital,  and  2 as  above 
stated,  before  notification.  The  diagnosis  in  14  cases  was 
altered  after  admission  to  Hospital.  In  1923  there  were  112 
cases  and  6 deaths.  It  is  again  satisfactory  to  note  that 
even  as  compared  with  last  year  the  relation  of  deaths  to 
cases  of  Diphtheria  was  lower  than  the  relation  which  1 
had  occasion  to  comment  favourably  upon  in  the  previous 
year.  This  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  diagnosis  being 
made  early. 

Swabs  from  the  throats  of  all  contacts  were  taken,  and 
in  those  cases  where  a positive  result  was  obtained  the  in- 
dividuals were  removed  to  Hospital  for  local  treatment  until 
two  negative  results  were  obtained.  In  this  manner  incipi- 
ent cases,  which  would  have  developed  at  home  and  probably 
spread  the  disease,  were  placed  under  proper  and  effective 
local  treatment  in  favourable  conditions  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  disease  arrested.  602  swabs  were  taken  during 
the  year.  26  of  the  swabs  shewed  positive  results.  The 
contacts  with  negative  results  were  permitted  to  attend 
school.  Apart  from  the  cases  where  the  swabs  of  the  con- 
tacts shewed  positive  results,  and  which  were  included 
amongst  the  cases  notified  as  Diphtheria,  no  connection 
whatever  between  the  cases  occurring  could  be  ascertained, 
and  the  disease  appeared  to  be  of  a sporadic  nature. 

Measles. — 1,890  cases  of  Measles  were  ascertained  dur- 
ing the  year.  Of  the  cases  notified,  1,828  were  reported  by 
Householders  under  the  Greenock  Corporation  Act,  1909; 
21  by  Doctors;  10  by  Householders  and  Doctors;  9 by  Public 
Health  Officers,  and  22  by  Registrars  after  death.  Of  the 
cases  notified  1,828,  or  96.71  per  cent,  were  reported  by 
Householders  under  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Act.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  percentage  reported  by 
Householders  is  again  higher  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
when  the  percentage  was  95.2. 

There  werei  49  deaths,  or  2.59  per  cent,  of  the  cases  as- 
certained. In  1923  there  were  12  deaths,  or  2.33  per  cent. 


Whooping  Cough. — 1,303  cases  were  ascertained.  1,2-07 
being  notified  by  Householders  in  terms  of  the  Corporation 
Act,  1 by  Householder  and  Doctor,  5 by  Doctors,  3 by  Public 
Health  Officials,  and  37  by  the  Registrars  after  death. 
There  were  45  deaths,  or  3.45  per  cent,  of  the  cases  ascer- 
tained. In  1923  there  were  34  cases  ascertained  and  2 deaths. 
As  stated  previously,  the  very  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough  had  also  an  undoubted  effect  in 
the  direction  of  increasing  the  infantile  mortality  rate. 

Erysipelas. — 38  cases  were  ascertained,  and  there  was  1 
death.  In  1923  there  were  43  cases  and  no  deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever.  — There  were  8 cases  and  2 deaths,  1 
occurring  in  Hospital,  and  1 at  the  Royal  Infirmary.  The 
diagnosis  in  2 cases  was  altered  after  admission  to  Hospital. 
10  cases  in  1923  were  notified,  and  there  was  no  death. 

Diarrhoea. — 16  deaths  were  reported  by  the  Registrars. 
15  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  houses  of  one  and  two  apart- 
ments. 12  of  the  deaths  were  amongst  children  under  1 year 
of  age.  In  1923  there  were  13  deaths,  and  12  of  these  oc- 
curred in  houses  of  one  and  two  apartments,  whilst  9 of'  the 
deaths  were  amongst  children  under  1 year  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortaility.  This  is  reported  on  in  that  part 
of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  Maternity  Service  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme. 

DIPHTHERIA  ANTI-TOXIN. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  to  doctors  desir- 
ous of  administering  a dose  before  a patient  is  removed  to 
Hospital  in  an  emergency,  and  in  home  treatment  cases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made,  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Chief  Constable,  whereby  a supply  of  Anti-Toxin  is  kept 
at  the  Central  Police  Station,  so  that  Medical  Practitioners 
may  avail  themselves  of  it  at  any  time,  especially  during 
the  night  or  when  the  Public  Health  Department  Offices 
are  closed,  or  in  cases  of  emergency.  A supply  is  also  avail- 
able at  Qateside  Hospital  for  the  same  purpose,  an  arrange- 
ment which  Dr  Eove  very  kindly  agreed  to  some  years  ago. 

78,000  units  in  all  were  supplied  in  this  way  during  the 

3rear. 

ANTI-MENINGOCOCCTTS  SERUM. 

A free  supply  of  this  serum  is  also  available  for  Medical 
Practitioners  for  use  within  the  Burgh.  There  were  no  ap- 
plications during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


81  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis,  equivalent  to  a death- 
rate  of  9.86  per  10,000  of  the  population.  This  figure  is  al- 
most the  same  as  that  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tubercuiosis 
during  the  year  was  86,  comprising  9 from  Tubercular 
Meningitis,  3 from  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  and  24  from 
other  Tuberculous  Diseases.  The  equivalent  death-rate  was' 
4.38  per  10  000  of  the  population. 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  including  Phthisis,  caused 
117  deaths  or  14.25  per  10,000  of  the  population.  In  1923 
there  were  126  deaths,  or  15.44  per  10,000.  It,  will  be  seen 
that  the  diminution  in  the  mortality  from  all  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  reduction  in  the  mor- 
tality rate  for  forms  of  Tuberculosis  otherwise  than  Phthisis. 

67.42  per  cent,  of  the  Phthisis  cases  notified,  and  76.92 
per  cent,  of  the  other  Tuberculous  cases  were  from  houses 
of  one  and  two  apartments. 

During  the  year  171  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 
of  which  182  were  of  Phthisis  and  39  of  Tuberculosis,  not 
Phthisis.  This  compares  with  209  in  1923,  and  174  in  the 
previous  five  years’  average. 

As  regards  season,  the  greatest  number  of  Phthisis 
cases  was  notified  in  March,  when  19  cases  were  reported, 
and  the  lowest  in  the  month  of  August,  when  4 cases  were 
notified.  The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculous  Disease,  not 
Pnthisis.  notified  varied  from  6 in  the  months  of  February 
and  May  to  none  in  the  months  of  January  and  August. 

TUBERCULt ISIS  SCHEME. 

The  Pavilion  at  Sniithston  has  been  practically  fully 
occupied  during  the  year,  whilst  the  number  of  cases  treated 
at  Gateside  Hospital  has  also  been  much  in  excess  of  those 
treated  during  the  previous  year.  During  the  year  tho 
Board  of  Health  sanctioned  the  occupation  of  an  increased 
number  of  beds  in  Gateside  Hospital  for  Tuberculosis  cases. 

Throughout  the  year  I followed  out,  as  formerly,  the 
principle  of  allowing  patients,  who  were  able  to  go  about, 
the  privilege  of  returning  home  during  the  daytime  for  one 
day  per  month,  and  have  to  record  that,  this  would  appear  to 
be  a satisfactory  arrangement,  the  number  of  cases  abusing 
this  privilege  being  comparatively  small.  The  other  Institu- 
tions with  which  working  agreements  have  been  entered 
into  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Tubercular  Disease  were 
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still  utilised  throughout  the  year,  and  I have  to  record  the 
very  satisfactory  way  in  which  my  applications  were  re- 
sponded to  by  the  Authorities  in  charge  of  Noranside  Sana- 
torium, where  most  of  the  Ex-service  patients  were  received 
and  treated.  The  opinions  expressed  by  the  patients  as  re- 
gards their  treatment  in  this  Sanatorium  were  very  favour- 
able indeed. 

SUPERVISION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1924. 

There  were  659  cases  of  Tuberculosis  under  supervision 
at  31st  December,  1924.  Of  these  419  were  of  Phthisis,  and 
and  240  of  Tuberculous  Disease  other  than  Phthisis.  Of'  the 
Phthisis  patients,  9 were  in  Bridge  of  Weir  Sanatorium,  1 
in  Manor  Valley  Sanatorium,  Peebles,  4 in  Noranside  Sana- 
torium, Forfar,  27  in  Gateside  Hospital,  18  in  Smithston 
Pavilion,  90  under  Home  Supervision,  whilst  270  were 
attending  the  Dispensary. 

Home  Supervision. — Patients  under  Home  Supervision 
were,  for  the  most  part,  fit.  for  work,  and  their  condition  was 
duly  noted  by  the  Visiting  Nurses..  If  anything  further  in 
the  way  of  treatment  appeared  to  be  required,  they  were 
requested  to  visit  the  Dispensary.  In  addition  I visited 
those  who  were  not  able  to  come  to  the  Dispensary  and  who 
refused  treatment  in  the  Instituions.  775  cases,  including 
174  new  cases,  were  visited  by  the  Nurses,  who  made  during 
the  course  of  the  year  5,117  visits. 

Dispensary. — The  Dispensary  has  been  of  great  service 
to  the  patients,  and  the  attendance  at  the  Clinics  has  in- 
creased to  a very  great  extent.  The  numbers  for  1924  were 
2,713  as  against  2.395  in  1923.  This  again  shews  an  in- 
crease of  13.2  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year.  It  is  diffi- 
cult. to  know  how  to  cope  with  this  ever-increasing  num- 
ber of  attendances  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  under  the 
present,  medical  arrangements.  Domiciliary  treatment  was 
given  in  194  cases  where  it  "was  obvkms  that  want  of  proper 
nourishment  would  be  responsible  for  a diminution  of  the 
resisting  power  to  the  disease,  and  the  resultant  improve- 
ment in  weight  of  the  patients  was  most  satisfactory.  In 
addition  to  this,  I have  gratefully  to  record  the  assistance 
m the  directing  of  the  provision  of  rents,  beds  and  bedding 
and  underclothing  for  wear  in  Sanatorium  received  from  the 
Renfrewshire  King  Edward  Memorial  Fund.  This  Fund 
has  been  in  existence  for  some  years,  and  is  much  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  the  Local  Authorities  of  Paisley,  Renfrew 
County  and  Greenock.  Many  patients  were  enabled  to 
occupy  more  suitable  houses  in  which  to  combat  the  disease 
fhan  their  means  permitted  of  them  doing  otherwise. 
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The  results  gained  from  the  use  of  the  Simpson  Light  in 
cases  of  Lupus  and  unhealthy  tubercular  ulcerations  have 
been  the  subject  of  most  favourable  comments  from  all  con- 
cerned. 

TREATMENT  OF  PATIENTS  IN  SANATORIA 
AND  HOSPITALS. 

Sanatoria.  — There  were  8 patients  in  Bridge  of  Weir 
Sanatorium  on  1st  January,  1924.  9 patients  were  admitted 

during-  the  year,  and  9 were  discharged,  leaving  8 in  the 
Sanatorium  on  31st  December.  1924. 

Of  the  cases  discharged,  3 were  improved,  2 much  im- 
_ proved  and  2 not  improved,  1 was  transferred  to  Gateside 
Hospital  and  1 died  in  Sanatorium. 

There  were  7 patients  in  Noranside  Sanatorium  on  1st 
January,  1924,  9 were  admitted  during  the  year,  9 were  dis- 
charged and  2 died,  leaving  5 in  the  Sanatorium  on  31st 
December,  1924. 

Of  the  cases  discharged,  all  were  improved.  Two  died 
in  Sanatorium.  As  the  easeis  sent  to  Bridge  of  Weir  and 
Noranside  were  all  similar  cases,  the  results  obtained  at 
Noranside  would  seem  to  be  superior  to  those  obtained  at 
Bridge  of  Weir,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  Sanatorium 
treatment  of  the  cases  sent  from  this  Department  has  made  a 
distinct  advance  from  that  obtained  in  previous  years  by  the 
utilization  of  this  ideally  situated  Sanatorium. 

There  was  1 patient  in  Lanfine  Home,  Kirkintilloch,  on 
1st  January,  1924,  none  were  admitted  during  the  year,  and 
1 died. 

There  was  1 patient  in  Manor  Valley  Sanatorium  on  1st 
January,  1924,  3 were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  3 were 
discharged,  leaving  1 in  the  Sanatorium  on  31st  December, 
1924. 

Of  the  cases  discharged,  2 were  improved  and  1 much 
improved.  There  was  1 patient  in  Heatherwood  Hospital, 
Ascot,  Berks,  on  1st  January,  1924,  who  was  discharged  in 
March  much  improved. 

Hospitals.  — There  were  12  patients  in  the  Phthisis 
Wards  of  Gateside  Hospital  on  1st  January,  1924.  During 
the  year  70  patients  were  admitted,  36  were  discharged,  13 
died  in  Hospital  and  33  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  20  of  the  patients  left  against  advice. 

Of  the  36  discharged,  11  were  improved,  4 much  im- 
proved, 5 not  improved,  and  16  remained  in  statu  quo. 

There  were  26  patients  in  Smithston  Pavilion  at  1st 
January,  1924.  During  the  year  54  patients  were  admitted. 
36  discharged  and  19  died,  leaving  25  in  the  Pavilion  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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Of  the  80  discharged,  19  were  improved,  7 much  im- 
proved, and  10  not  improved.  23  of  the  patients  left 
left  against  advice. 

So  long  as  the  present  housing  condition  in  Greenock  is 
very  little  less  satisfactory  than  was  to  be  recorded  last 
year,  there  is  no  very  great  hope  of  permanent  improvement 
after  dismissal  from  Sanatoria,  and  the  provision  of  a suit- 
able After-Care  Scheme  in  this  district  is  much  to  be  desired. 


Number  of  Notifications  received  month  by  month  of 
Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  during  1924. 


Month. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases. 

Total. 

January, 

• • • 

6 



6 

February, 

16 

6 

22 

March, 

... 

19 

2 

21 

April, 

... 

9 

4 

13 

May, 

10 

6 

16 

June, 

17 

3 

20 

July, 

... 

12 

3 

15 

August, 

4 

— 

4 

September, 

... 

5 

4 

9 

October, 

17 

2 

19 

& 

November, 

6 

4 

10 

December, 

11 

5 

16 

132 

39 

171 

Number  of  Notifications  of  Phthisis  and  other  Tubercu- 
lar Diseases  received  during  1924,  arranged  according  to 
home  conditions. 


Horn  e Conditions. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases. 

Total. 

1 Apartment  Houses, 

83 

12 

45 

2 

56 

18 

74 

3 

22 

5 

27 

4 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1 

6 and  over  Apartment 
Houses, 

3 

3 

Smithston  Hospital, 

8 

2 

10 

Smithston  Poorhouse, 

2 

— 

2 

Lodging-houses,  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Homeless, 

1 

1 

Shipping, 

1 

1 

132 

39 

171 
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Summary  of  Cases  under  Treatment  during  1924. 


Manor  Valley 
Sanatorium. 

Noranside 

Sanatorium 

Bridge-of-Weir 

Sanatorium. 

Lanfine  Home 
Kirkintilloch. 

Heatherwood 
Hospital, 
Ascot,  Berks. 

Gateside 

Hospital. 

Smithston 

Pavilion. 

Number  at  1st  January,  1924, 

1 

7 

8 

1 

1 

12 

26 

Admitted  during  year,  ... 

8 

9 

9 

— 

— 

70 

64 

Treated  during  year, 

4 

16 

17 

1 

1 

82 

80 

Total  number  discharged, 

3 

9 

8 

1 

1 

36 

36 

Left  against  advice, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

23 

Died,  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

. 

13 

19 

Number  remaining  at  31st  Dec.  1924 

1 

5 

8 

— 

— 

33 

25 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS 


(EXTENSION)  ACT,  1915. 


The  Act  of  1907,  which  was  made  compulsory  hy  the 
Act  of  1915.  was  adopted  m Greenock  in  1908. 

1,980  notifications  were  received  in  terms  of  the  1907 
Act,  as  compared  with  1,984  births  registered,  being  equiva- 
lent to  99.7  per  cent.  I have  again  to  record  an  improve- 
ment on  the  previous  year,  and  on  the  whole  the  notifications 
must  be  considered  as  most  satisfactory. 

Of  the  births  notified,  1,590  were  reported  by  Midwives 
and  Nurses,  113  by  Doctors,  108  by  parents  and  friends,  and 
109  through  Institutions. 

The  births  included  28  cases  of  twins.  There  were  79 
still-births. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SCHEME. 

The  work  in  connection  with  this  Scheme  in  1924  has  been 
even  more  heavy  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  as  stated  be- 
fore, we  have  had  to  employ  additional  medical  assistance 
when  the  Clinics  were  exceptionally  large  ones. 

The  Clinics  continue  to  be  conducted  by  the  usual  Staff, 
and  Dr.  Macmillan  reports  that  the  work  has  been  harmoni- 
ously carried  out  throughout  the  year,  whole-time  and  part- 
time  Health  Visitors  working  well  together. 
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Weighing  of  all  children  is  still  being  carried  out,  and 
the  objections  which  previously  obtained  from  superstitious 
reasons  are  gradually  becoming  fewer  in  number.  The  in- 
formation gained  from  the  weighing  of  the  children  is  of 
great  value  in  ascertaining  not  only  whether  there  is  defici- 
ent nourishment,  but  also  whether  the  particular  form  of 
nourishment  is  being  properly  assimilated.  The  same  care 
is  being  taken  during  tire  process  of  weighing  that  the  chil- 
dren shall  not  be  exposed  to  draughts  or  cold.  The  result 
of  the  weighing  of  the  children,  with  the  information  gained, 
obviates  the  necessity  for  information  being  derived  from 
the  mothers,  which  is  often  incorrect. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinics  continue  to  be  popular,  and  I am 
glad  to  note  that  more  midwives  are  sending  up  their  cases 
regularly.  Even  at  the  early  stages,  if  this  could  only  become 
a habit,  I feel  certain  that  even  greater  benefit  would  be  de- 
rived from  these  Clinics  if  any  abnormality  could  be  ascer- 
tained at  the  very  early  stages  of  pregnancy. 

The  Dental  Clinic  is  being  conducted  satisfactorily  by 
Dr.  Kandolph  Douglas,  L.D.S.,  once  a fortnight,  and  the 
numbers  during  the  past  year  have  been  in  excess  of  those  of 
the  previous  year. 

The  taking  of  blood  tests  in  connection  with  supposed 
cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  also  done  at  the  Clinic  by  the 
Medical  Officer  in  charge  there,  and  a systematic  watch  has 
been  kept  on  the  V.D.  cases  reporting  there.  Whilst  a few 
cases  are  treated  intramuscularly  at  the  Clinic,  when  it  ap- 
pears that  the  journey  to  Glasgow  upsets  them,  in  the  mean- 
time we  are  having  most  of  the  female  cases  dealt  with  by 
the  Clinics  in  Glasgow. 

The  numbers  of  those  being  dealt  with  by  the  Milk 
Committee  have  risen  enormously  during  the  year,  and  it  re- 
quires considerable  discrimination  by  the  ladies  forming 
that  Committee  to  ascertain  which  of  the  applicants  are 
really  entitled,  from  financial  reasons,  to  receive  this  benefit. 
So  tar  as  it  is  possible  with  the  large  numbers  being  dealt, 
with  at  the  Clinic,  this  question  is  enquired  into,  but  as  the 
physical  condition  of  the  children  is  one  which  can  only  be 
dealt  with  by  medical  opinion,  the  energies  of  the  Medical 
( Ifficer  in  charge  of  the  Clinic  are  directed  more  particularly 
towards  ascertaining  whether  the  children  require  the  milk 
in  virtue  of  their  physical  condition.  No  cases  as  a rule 
who  have  not  been  previously  seen  at  the  Clinic,  and  have 
thus  not  been  dealt  with,  have  milk  supplies  granted 
to  them. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS. 


First  Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Children  under  1 year, 

839 

0106 

Children  from  ] to  5 years, 

257 

6771 

Expectant  Mothers, 

331 

720 

Nursing  Mothers, 

351 

855 

Dental  Cases,  - 

131 

— 

Total, 

1,909 

14,512 

HOME  VISITATIONS. 

These  are  carried  out  by  three  full-time  Health  Visitors, 
while  the  fourth  occasionally  helps,  her  time  being  other- 
wise occupied  whilst  acting  as  Superintendent  of  the  Clinic. 
These  Nurses  undertake  the  responsibility  for  visiting  the, 
children  from  birth  to  the  age  of  one  year,  and  this  work  has 
been  satisfactorily  accomplished  during  the,  year,  both 
in  regard  to  giving  advice  to  parents,  and  making  care- 
ful note  as  to  tbe  progress  of  the  children.  The  part-time 
Health  Visitors,  members  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Nursing 
Association,  visit  the  children  of  from  one  year  to  five  years, 
and  also  perform  the  same  duties  for  these  as  is  performed 
by  the  full-time  Health  Visitors.  I have  to  record  a still 
further  increase  in  the  Home  Visitations  by  these  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year,  and  almost  without  exception  their 
visits  are  welcomed  in  every  house. 

I am  preparing  to  make  a departure  in  the  direction  of 
home  visitations  in  the  ensuing  year.  Under  the  present 
arrangements  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  overlapping, 
and  I am  proposing  to  divide  the  town  into  districts,  the 
visitations  being  made  by  the  Health  Visitors,  both  whole 
and  part-time,  as  regards  districts,  to  all  children  from  birth 
to  five  years.  Thus  the  same  Health  Visitors  see  all  chil- 
dren in  each  district  from  birth  to  five  years. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  death  of  one 
of  our  Health  Visitors,  Miss  Lauderdale,  who  had  been  doing 
most  valuable  work  with  Ihe  greatest  acceptance  for  the 
long  period  of  almost  eighteen  years,  ever  since  the  incep- 
tion of  home  visitation  under  Ihe  Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Scheme.  Her  tact  and  painstaking  attention  to  her 
duties  have  done  much  to  render  home  visitations  acceptable 
to  the  members  of  the  community  with  whom  she  came  in 
touch  in  the  course  of  her  profession. 
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In  consequence  of  Nurse  Lauderdale’s  death,  Miss 
Duncan  was  appointed  as  Health  Visitor. 

Thanks  are  again  due  to  Mr.  Liddell  for  investigating 
cases  for  us,  and  assisting  us  in  inducing  parents  to  shoulder 
their  responsibilities. 

First  Visits  to  children  under  1 year,  1,935 
.Revisits  to  children  under  1 year,  10,199 

Total  Visits  to  children  under  1 year,  12,134 


Vsiits  to  children  between  1 and  5 years,  13,207 
Visits  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  119 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  in  terms  of  the  Noti- 
fication of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  1,980.  of  which  number  the 
Health  Visitors  visited  1,935,  or  97.72  per  cent.  Of  the 
total  births  registered  during  the  year  97.53  per  cent,  were 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitors.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a 
much  larger  percentage  of  the  births  notified  Avere  visited  by 
our  Health  Visitors  than  in  the  pre\*ious  year. 

CHILD  WELFARE  HOSPITAL. 

In  compiling  the  report  for  the  year  1923-1924  one  is 
struck  by  the  fact  that  each  year  biings  different  types  of 
diseases  in  different  numbers ; for  example,  our  numbers  of 
cases  of  Rickets  and  Pneumonia  are  much  greater  than  they 
Avere  formerly. 

Our  admissions  number  150,  and  I am  pleased  to  report 
that,  on  the  Aihole,  the  parents  of  the  children  have  been 
more  sympathetic  towards  our  efforts  than  in  past  years. 

Our  Debility,  Atrophy  and  Marasmus  cases  have  been  of 
a severe  type,  and  though  our  admissions  of  these  have  been 
much  as  last  year,  our  death-rate  is  slightly  higher. 

We  have  admitted  a large  number  of  children  with 
Rickets,  in  most  cases  Avith  excellent  results,  this  being  a 
cheering  part  of  the  Avork,  and  one  generally  appreciated  by 
outsiders.  A child  Avho  at  2 years  is  unable  to  walk  and 
Avho  goes  home'  after  some  months  able  to  run  about  is  a 
good  advertisement  for  the  Child  Welfare  Hospital.  Fifteen 
cases  of  Pneumonia  have  fallen  to  our  lot.  Avith  4 deaths,  and 
some  of  these  Pneumonia  cases  were  exceedingly  ill. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Enteritis  has  increased,  and 
again  many  of  these  Avere  very  ill  before  admission,  so  that 
the  small  death-rate  is  encouraging.  Septic  conditions  have 


included  a large  number  of  bad  Impetigo  cases,  which  were 
having  a deleterious  effect  on  the  general  condition  of  the 
children.  Two  cases  of  Measles  were  admitted.  This  may 
appear  to  be  mistaken  policy,  but  as  we  had  two  other  chil- 
ren  ill  with  Measles  at  the  same  time,  we  admitted  two  com- 
plicated cases  to  the  same  ward. 

We  have  treated  a few  cases  of  Congenital  Syphilis  with 
intra-muscular  injections,  those  cases  coming  up  once  a 
week  for  treatment,  ihis  part  of  the  work  of  the  Hospital 
ought  to  be  specially  appreciated,  as,  in  the  absence  of  facili- 
ties for  treating  those  cases  in  Gieenock,  they  have  to  be 
treated  in  Glasgow,  and  this  frequently  means  irregularity 
of  treatment  as  well  as  the  expense  of  train  fares. 

The  Stall'  have  worked  well,  and  gratitude  is  due  to  the 
Matron  and  Nurses  for  their  ungrudging  work,  particularly 
towards  the  Pneumonia  and  severe  Enteritis  cases. 


In  Hospital  on  31st  October,  1923,  21 

Admissions,  156 


Total,  177 


Discharges,  130 

Deaths,  28 

In  Hospital  on  31st  October,  1924,  19 


Total,  177 

ANALYSIS  OF  130  DISCHARGES. 

Home,  very  well,  95 

Home,  improved,  21 

Home,  unimproved,  11 

Transferred  to  Gateside  Hospitalj  1 v 

Transferred  to  Royal  Infirmary,  Greenock,  2 


Total,  130 


With  regard  to  the  unimproved  cases,  one  was  found 
to  have  Whooping  Cough  and  dismissed  at  once;  two  severe 
Enteritis  cases  were  in  nine  days  and  one  day  respectively 
before  being  taken  home;  two  Debilities  were  in  two  days 
and  one  day  respectively;  two  severe  Malnutritions  were  in 
19  days  only — one  developed  Measles  in  two  days  and  one 
was  taken  home;  three  others  were  not  in  long  enough  to 
improve. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DISEASES  OF  150  ADMISSIONS. 


Debility,  Atrophy  and  Marasmus,  30 

J ’rematurity,  1 

Rickets,  22 

Syphilis, 

Enteritis,  34 

Bronchitis,  J 

Pneumonia,  15 

Jaundice, 

Septic  Conditions,  1~ 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases,  4 

Other  Diseases,  6 

Alimentary,  13 

Measles,  2 

Fractured  Femur, 

Pleurisy,  , 1 


Total,  1-56 


ANALYSIS  OF  28  DEATHS. 

Debility,  Atrophy  and  Marasmus,  10 

Convulsions  witn  Rickets,  1 

Alimentary,  2 

Pneumonia,  4 

Enteritis,  2 

Septic  absorption  from  burns,  11 

Bronchitis,  1 

Measles,  3 

Meningitis,  3 

Syphilis,  1 


Of  these  19  were  under  1 year  of  age  and  9 over  1 year. 

MATERN  IT  Y H<  KSPITAL. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  continues  to  prove  of  great 
benefit  In  Greenock,  and  the  work  has  been  most  success- 
ful in  so  far  as  the  accommodation  has  permitted.  The 
proposed  extension  has  been  advanced  during  the  year  in 
t lie  direction  of  having  plans  prepared  and  commented  upon, 
and  by  visits  being  made  to  other  Authorities,  and  I have 
every  reason  lo  expect  that  the  Local  Authority  will,  during 
the  ensuing  year,  see  the  necessity  for  sanctioning  the  much- 
needed  extension  of  the  premises. 
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Cases  in  Hospital  at  end  of  1923,  3 

Cases  admitted  during  1924,,  97 

Cases  discharged  during  1924,  96 

Capes  in  Hospital  at  end  of  1924,  4 


Treatment : — 

Requiring  operation,  30 

Abnormal  Cases  NUT  requiring  operation,  27 
Ante-natal  cases,  7 

Normal  cases,  33 


Total,  97 


Discharges : — 

Discharged  well,  80 

Discharged  improved,  10 

Transferred  to  Gateside  Hospital,  1 

,,  ,,  Smithston  Hospital,  1 


,,  ,,  Royal  Infirmary,  Greenock,  2 

Died,  2 


Total, 


96 


Analysis  of  Deaths  : — 

Placenta  Praevia, 

Caesarean  Section  for  Contracted  Pelvis,  1 
Total,  2 


Requiring  Operative  Treatment: — 

Caesarean  Section,  10 

Chloroform  and  Forceps  for  Contracted  Pelvis,  4 

Craniotomy  for  contracted  Pelvis,  2 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  1 

Placenta  Praevia,  6 

Eclampsia,  1 

Albuminuria,  1 

Foot  and  Cord  Presentation, 

Rigid  Perineum,  1 

Transverse  Presentation,  2 

Version  for  Contracted  Pelvis, 


Total, 


30 
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Abnormals  Not  Requiring  Operation: — 
Placenta  Praevia, 

Pneumonia, 

HydranmioS, 

Debility, 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage, 
Albuminuria, 

Contracted  Pelvis, 

Epilepsy, 

Cord  Presentation, 

Breech  Presentation, 


0 

1 
1 

2 

6 

O 

0 

6 

1 
1 

3 


Total,  27 

Analysis  of  Caesarean  Section : — 

Contracted  Pelvis,  9 

Placenta  Praevia,  1 


Total,  10 

Ante-natal  Cases. — 

Placenta  Praevia,  1 

Pneumonia,  1 

Cardiac,  1 

Contracted  Pelvis — false  labour,  1 

Eclampsia,  1 

Albuminuria,  1 

Debility,  1 


Total,  7 

Of  the  33  normal  cases,  21  were  admitted  for  housing 
conditions,  several  being  sent  to  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  on 
this  account  by  their  own  doctors ; 2 with  history  of  delayed 
labour ; 1 with  history  of  still-born  children ; 1 with  debility ; 
2 cardiac  conditions ; 1 with  varicose  veins ; 1 had  Eclampsia 
previously;  2 with  contracted  Pelvis  to  a slight  degree;  i 
was  15  years  of  age,,  and  1 came  to  hospital  in  labour  and 
there  was  not  time  to  transfer  her  elsewhere. 


There  were  17  still-births : — 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage,  6 

Maternal  Pneumonia,  1 

Contracted  Pelvis  (Caesarean),  1 

Contracted  Pelvis,  1 

Prematurity,  5 

Cord  Presentation,  2 

Transverse,  1 


Total, 


17 


CO  HIM ) RATION  MIDWIFE. 


Miss  Mathieson,  our  Corporation  Midwife,  has  con- 
tinued to  perform  her  duties  in  a very  satisfactory  manner, 
and  has,  I believe,  more  than  justified  her  position, 
especially  amongst  those  who  were,  owing  to  the  acute  con- 
dition of  unemployment  in  the  town,  or  who  from  other 
reasons  were  not  in  receipt  of  Maternity  Benefit,  not  finan- 
cially able  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a midwife. 

The  same  objection  as  formerly  was  taken  by  the  Local 
Midwives’  Association  to  this  appointment,  and,  from  their 
point  of  view,  a real  condition  of  competition  with  them  by 
our  employment  of  a Corporation  Midwife  would  appear  to 
be  established  because  of  the  fact  that  our  Corporation  was 
expected  by  the  Board  of  Health  to  deal  with  paying  cases 
as  well  as  those  who  were  unable  to  do  so,  and  when  one 
considers  the  small  amount  of  work  which  some  of  our  most 
recently  qualified  midwives  have  received  during  the  year, 
one  is  forced  to  sympathise  with  them.  When,  however, 
the  matter  is  carefully  considered,  it  is  ascertained  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  all  the  midwives’  cases  in  Greenock 
is  really  performed  by  three  or  four,  and  those  chiefly  old- 
established  midwives,  and  that  a re-distribution,  if  that 
were  possible,  of  the  cases  more  equally  amongst  the  mid- 
wives employed  in  this  district  would  solve  the  situation, 
hut  I f"*>r  that  that  is  impossible  so  long  as  free  choice  of 
midwives  is  insisted  upon  by  the  clientele  of  the  midwives. 
However,  it  is  possible  that  in  the  future  some  arrangement 
may  be  come  to  whereby  we  will  be  enabled  to  dispense 
with  the  work  of'  the  Corporation  Midwife  if  matters  can  be 
arrano-ed  whereby  her  particular  duties  will  be  performed 
either  by  one  of  the  local  midwives,  or  by  several  taking  the 
duty  in  turn. 


I regret  to  say  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
take  any  steps  in  regard  to  this  matter  owing  to  the  ex- 
cessive cost  of  building. 


Cases, 

Visits  to  above. 
Ante-natal  Visits, 


95 

1,297 

251 


DAY  NURSERY. 
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pens ary,  and  the  Grants  have  been  sanctioned  by.  the  Scot- 
tish  Board  of  Health  for  the  work  done  by  them  in  connec- 
tion, not  only  with  the  cases  sent  from  this  Department  for 
treatment,  but  also  for  treatment  given  to  children  brought 
to  these  Institutions  under  five  years  of  age.  The  arrange- 
ments whereby  these  Institutions  complete  the  record  cards 
for  such  cases  have  been  efficiently  carried  out,  and  I feel 
confident  that  the  work  of'  this  Department  has  been  much 
assisted  by  this  co-operation  with  outside  bodies. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

225  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  1 year, 
being  equivalent  to  an  infantile  death-rate  of  113.40  per 
1000  births,  as  compared  with  76.67  in  1923,  and  104.85  for 
the  average  of  the  last  five  years.  Unfortunately  this  shews 
a very  considerable  increase  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  and  for  the  same  reason  inversely  as  was  responsible 
for  the  very  favourable  figures  in  1923,  viz.,  in  1924  the 
presence  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  from  which  we 
suffered  during  that  year,  but  I. feel  certain  that  the  efforts 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  were  re- 
sponsible for  preventing  this  somewhat  large  figure  from 
being  larger  than  it  is. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  Table,  which  shews 
the  deaths  under  one  year  from  various  causes  in  1923  and 
1924,  Prematurity  and  Debility  were  the  causes  of  death  in 
101  cases,  the  figures  in  1923  being  91. 


1923. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  ...  ...  — 

Measles,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever,  ...  ...  ...  — 

Septic  Diseases,  including  Erysipelas....  2 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  ...  ...  9 

Tuberculous  Diseases,  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia,  ...  ...  ...  21 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  8 
Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  ...  16 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System.  ...  2 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System,  ...  5 

Accidents  and  Violence,  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Birth  and  Debility  from  Birth,  91 
Other  Certified  Causes,  ...  ...  3 


1924. 


9 

22 

2 

12 

3 

30 

8 

21 

9 

2 

101 

6 


169  225 


Total, 
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The  Infantile  death-rate  in  each  of  the  four  districts  of 
the  Burgh  for  the  years  1923  and  1924  is  as  follows: — 


District. 

1923. 

1924. 

East,  «... 

89.80 

109.37 

East  Central, 

77.75 

105.50 

West  Central, 

64.98 

129.94 

West, 

46.35 

74.32 

The  following  Tables  deal  expressly  with  the  question 
of  Infantile  Mortality,  and  are  of  particular  interest  from 
that  point  of  view. 


Deaths  under  1 year,  month  by  month, 

during  1924. 

Month. 

Deaths, 

January, 

29 

February, 

29 

March, 

24 

April, 

13 

May, 

14 

June, 

20 

July, 

13 

August, 

10 

September, 

24 

October. 

17 

November, 

20 

December, 

12 

Total, 

225 

The  deaths  from  Gastro-intestinal  Disorders  amongst 
children  were  somewhat  larger  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
although  we  could  not  boast  of  very  excessive  heat  during 
the  year. 

Deaths  from  various  causes'  amongst  childrein  under  1 
year  in  comparison  with  deaths  amongst  children  between 
1 and  5 years. 


Measles, 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Whooping  Cough,  ... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis, 
Diphtheria, 

Influenza, 

Erysipelas  and  other  Septic  Diseases 
Tuberculous  Diseases, 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System, 


Deaths  amongst  Children 


Between 
Under  i and  5 

1 vear  years 

9 39 

— 1 

22  22 

— 4 

6 13 

2 3 

3 13 

21  17 


30 


Diseases  of  Circulatory  System, 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia  ... 

30 

43 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases, 

8 

7 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 

12 

7 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

* 9 

2 

Accidents  and  Violence, 

2 

G 

All  other  Causes, 

101 

5 

Total, 

225 

183 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM) 
REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1918. 

During  the  year  42  notifications  were  received,  of  which 
2 were  by  Medical  Practitioners  and  40  by  Midwives. 
These  figures  again  shew  a considerable  reduction  from  the 
previous  year.  The  same  arrangements  whereby  the  Doctors 
agreed  to  have  treatment  performed  by  Specialists  at  the 
Eye  Infirmary  still  obtained,  with  very  satisfactory  results, 
both  as  reg'ards  the  completion  and  returning  of  Record 
Cards  to  us,  and  also  as  regards  the  benefits  derived  by  chil- 
dren from  the  treatment,  and  for  which  I have  to  thank  Dr. 
Gilchrist,  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Infirmary. 


MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915. 

In  terms  of  Section  18  of  the  Act,  45  notifications  of  in- 
tention to  practice  within  the  district  of  the  Local  Authority 
were  received  from  Certified  Midwives. 

Inspection  of  the  Midwives  was  carried  out  by  myself 
and  Dr.  Macmillan,  and  also  by  the  Senior  Health  Visitor, 
and  on  the  whole  we  were  satisfied  that  they  were  perform- 
ing their  duties  satisfactorily. 

The  following  notices  required,  in  terms  of  the  Regula- 
tions, to  be  sent  by  Midwives  to  the  Local  Supervising  Au- 
thority, were  received: — 


263 

79 

9 

5 

1 

17 


notifications  of  having  sent  for  Medical  Assistance. 
,,  of  still-births, 

,,  of  deaths, 

,,  of  having  laid  out  dead  bodies, 

)>  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection, 

,,  of  having  advised  artificial  feeding. 


As  the  Central  Midwives  Board  required  information  for 
Ihe  compilation  of  their  Report,  which  is  issued  in  March.  I 
supplied  I hem  with  (he  following  particulars. 
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Births  in  Area  or  District. 


Total  No.  of 
Births 
during 
1924 

Total  No.  of 
Deaths  of  new- 
born children 
(within  10 
days)  during 
1924. 

Actual 
No.  of 
Births 
attended 

• ,by 

Midwives 

during 

1924. 

Actual  No.  of 
Deaths  of  new- 
born children 
(within  10  days) 
occuring  in  the 
practice  of  Mid- 
wives during 
1924. 

Actual  No.  of 
Cases  not  attended 
by  a Doctor  or  Mid- 
wife during  1924. 

1,984 

60 

1,592 

40 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Total  number  of 
cases  during  1924. 

Actual  Number  of  Cases 
occurring  in  the  practice  of 
Midwives  during  1924. 

Actual  Number  of  Cases 
occurring  where  Confine- 
ment not  attended  by  a 
Doctor  or  Midwife  during 
1924. 

42 

40 

Nil 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 


Total  No.  of 
Cases  during 
1924. 

Total  No. 
of  Deaths 
during 
1924. 

Actual  No. 

of  Cases 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Midwives 
during  1924. 

Actual  No.  of 
Deaths 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Mid  wives 
during  1924. 

Actual  number  of 
Cases  occurring 
where  confinement 
not  attended  by  a 
doctor  or  Midwife 
during  1924. 

8 

2 

1 

1 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases  of  Still-birth  (Dead  Born). 


Total  Number  of  Cases 
during  1924. 

Actual  Number  of  Cases  occurring  in 
the  practice  of  Midwives  during  1924. 

79,  of  which  13  occurred  in 
the  Maternity  Hospital  where 
abnormal  cases  are  treated. 

49 
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263  Cases  of  Emergency. — Haemorrhage,  24;  Abortion. 
1;  Adherent  Placenta,  18;  Contracted  Pelvis,  13;  Prolonged 
Labour,  40;  Ruptured  Perineum,  56;  Rise  of  Temperature 
or  Illness  of  Patient  during  the  puerperium,  02;  Illness  of 
Child,  16;  Prematurity,  4;  Still-births,  7;  Uterine  Inertia, 
17 ; Breech  Presentation,  15. 

General  Remarks. — The  working  of  the  Act  has  been 
fairly  satisfactory  in  the  year  1924.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  suspend  any  Midwives,  either  for  having  been 
in  contact  with  Infectious  Disease,  or  for  any  breach  of  the 
Mid  wives  Act. 


VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1907. 

The  figures  for  1924  not  being  available  until  the  ex- 
piry of  six  months  after  the  end  of  the  year,  the  statistics 
given  will  require  to  deal  with  the  year  1923. 

1,140  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious  objections 
were  received  by  the  Registrars  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1923,  representing  57.45  per  cent,  of  the  births 
registered,  as  compared  with  1,119  declarations  equivalent 
to  49.6  jier  cent,  of  the  births  in  the  year  ending  31st  De- 
cember, 1922.  I regret  flint  these  figures  are  again  even  less 
satisfactory  than  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and  it  .wxiuld 
appear  that  nothing  short  of  Smallpox  in  the  district  would 
bring  about  a more  general  submission  to  vaccination.  As 
I stated  last  year,  the  so-called  “Conscientious  Objection 
Clause  is,  in  my  opinion,  grossly  abused,  and  should  Small- 
pox become  introduced  into  the  district  it  would  find  very 
suitable  ground  for  spreading  amongst  the  thousands  of 
people  who  have,  since  the  establishment  of  the  “ Conscien- 
tious Objection  ” Clause,  failed  to  make  use  of'  this  most 
valuable  protection. 

The  number  of  successful  vaccinations  returned  in  1923 
was  839  or  42.2  per  cent,  of  the  births. 

The  following  table  shews  the  results  of  the  Vaccination 
Act  dun ng  1923  : — 

Conscientious  Died  before 

Vaccinated.  Objectors.  Postponed.  Insuscept.  Removed,  Vaccinated. 

453  621  9 3 23  79 

386  519  8 9 11  62 

V E X E R LA  Tv  D LSEARES . 

The  \ enereal  Diseases  Clinic  still  continues  to  perform 
a very  large  amount  of  very  satisfactory  work,  and  the 
numbers  attending  for  treatment  have  increased  month  by 
month.  The  Executive  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Donald  of  Pais- 


District. 

East, 

West. 
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ley,  reports  that  the  working  is  in  every  way  satisfactory, 
anil  the  percentage  of'  those  prematurely  stopping  treatment 
is  again  very  small  as  compared  with  his  experience  else- 
where. As. stated  in  another  part  of  the  Report,  our  Orderly, 
Mr.  Browness,  died  in  September  and  his  death  was  the 
cause  of  great  concern  lest  we  should  lose  attendances  when 
his  tactful  handling  and  general  popularity  with  the  patients 
thus  became  lost.  However,  a successor  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  Carson  was  appointed  in  November,  and  so  far  as  I can 
ascertain  he  has  continued  successfully  on  similar  lines  to 
those  followed  by  Mr.  Browness,  and  I believe  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Clinic  will  be  continued  under  his  efforts.  In  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  of  female  cases  during  1924,  this  still 
had  to  be  performed  as  in  the  preceding  year,  viz.,  by  cases 
being  sent  to  Glasgow  Institutions  for  treatment.  However, 
by  arrangement  with  the  Paisley  Corporation,  we  have 
managed  to  reserve  three  male  and  one  female  beds  in  the 
Parish  Council  Hospital,  Paisley,  and  cases  attending  the 
Special  Treatment  Clinic  who  required  in-door  treatment,  or 
female  cases  seen  here,  were  accommodated  therein. 

The  following  table  deals  with  cases  treated  at  the 
Special  Treatment  Centre,  Royal  Infirmary,  Greenock,  and 
shews  the  comparison  between  the  years  1923  and  1924:- — 


Year. 

New  Cases. 

No.  seen  by 
Doctor 
at  Clinics. 

. Attendance 
at  Centre. 

T otal. 

1923, 

182 

1,592 

7,562 

9,154 

1924, 

1(50 

2,054 

8,490 

10,544 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  AMBULANCE 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Gateside  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  Greenock  and  District  Combination  Hospital 
Board,  has  provision  for  the  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever,  En- 
teric Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhus  Fever,  Tuberculosis,  and  a 
few  cases  of  Measles,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal  Fever.  As 
in  former  years  it  has  been  well  conducted  in  every  respect, 
and  is  well  adapted  for  its  purpose.  Dr.  Love,  Medical 
Superintendent,  has  furnished  me  with  the-  following  Tables 
shewing  particulars  of  the  cases  treated: — 
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Greenock  and  District  Combination  Inkeci  ioi  s Diseases 
Hospital,  Year  1924. 

i.— CASHS  TREATED  CI.ASSIEIED  ACCORDING  To  DISEASE. 

Oaseii 


Cases 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

remaining 

in  Hospital 

during 

during 

in 

in  Hospital  Fatality 

Disease.  1st  Jan..  1924 

1924 

*9*4 

Hospital 

at  31st  Dec.. 
*9*4 

Rate 

Scarlet  Fever,  92 

264 

312 

6 

38 

>-7 

Enteric  Fever,  1 

14 

1 1 

3 

I 

20.0 

Diphtheria,  12 

IjS 

140 

5 

2.S 

2-9 

Phthisis,  12 

70 

36 

13 

33 

LS-S 

Measles,  — 

Puerperal  Fever,  1 

16 

13 

2 

1 

12.5 

5 

5 

1 

— 

16.6 

Whooping  Cough  — 

3 

2 

1 

— 

33-3 

Erysipelas,  — 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

German  Measles,  — 
Encephalitis 

3 

3 

” 

Lethargiea,  — 

9 

4 

5 

— 

55-5 

Others,  — 

27 

22 

5 

— 

1S.5 

1 18 

572 

55i 

4i 

98 

5-9 

II.— DISEASES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  DISTRICTS  FROM 
WHICH  ADMITTED. 


District. 

Greenock, 
Port-Glasgovv, 
GViurock , 
County, 

Cases  in 
Hospital  1st 
Jan.,  1924 

IO.S 

5 

S 

Admitted 

during 

1924 

475 

4i 

51 

5 

Discharged  Died 

during  in 

1924  Hospital 

454  37 

40  2 

52  2 

5 — 

Cases  remain- 
ing in  Hospital 
at  31st  Dec., 
*9»4 

Sq 

4 

5 

11S 

572 

551  41 

9s 

III. — AVERAGE 

Disease. 

DAYS’  RESIDENCE  OF  CERTAIN  DISEASES 
DISCHARGED  DURING  1924. 

Patients  Aggregate  Average 

Discharged  number  of  Days’  Days' 

during  19.14  Residence  Residence. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

312 

11,301 

36.3 

Enteric  Fever, 

I I 

567 

51-5 

Diphtheria, 

140 

4,019 

2S.7 

Phthisis, 

36 

2,237 

62.1 

CRAlGrIEKN ( )WES  HOSPITAL. 

During'  the  year  the  long  protracted  negotiations  in  re- 
gard to  the  accommodation  of  Smallpox  cases  occurring  in 
this  district  in  the  Johnstone  Hospital  were  concluded,  and 
it.  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  should  any  cases  occur  in  this 
district  we  will  have  them  dealt  with  there. 

AMBULANCES. 

Patients  are  conveyed  to  Gateside  Hospital  by  the 
Motor  Ambulance,  which  is  stationed  there,  and  a Hospital 
Nurse  accompanies  the  Ambulance  and  takes  charge  of  the 
patients  during  the  journey.  When  the  case  is  a stretcher 
one,  a member  of  the  Public  Health  Staff  is  present. 


DISIN FECTI NG  STATION . 


The  Disinfecting  Station  has  been  kept  in  satisfactory 
order  and  continues  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  town. 
As  the  Clayton  Disinfecting  Apparatus  is  still  proving  most 
satisfactory  for  all  forms  of  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of 
houses  and  clothing,  the  Steam  Disinfector  has  not  been 
called  upon  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  We  have  applied 
this  machine  for  the  purpose  of'  overcoming  rat  nuisances  at 
the  Slaughterhouse  and  elsewhere  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  certain  parts 
of  vessels  pi  the  harbours,  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

RECEPTION  HOUSE. 

Miss  Byle  took  up  duty  as  Matron  of  the  Reception 
House  in  March  and  has  performed  her  duties  in  a very  cap- 
able manner. 

Table  XII.  gives  particulars  of  persons  accommodated 
month  by  month  during  the  year  and  shews  that  419  persons 
belonging  to  97  families  were  accommodated,  the  average 
stay  being  10.2  days.  386  of  the  persons  had  been  in  con- 
tact with  Scarlet  Fever,  7 with  Enteric  Fever,  and  20  per- 
sons had  been  in  contact  with  Diphtheria. 

The  Diphtheria  contacts  were  accommodated  for  the  time 
necessary  for  the  disinfection  of  the  dwelling-house  and 
clothing. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (REGULATIONS  AS  TO  FOOD!  ACT, 

1907. 

There  was  no  importation  of  foreign  meat  at  Greenock 
during  the  year,  and  active  steps  were,  therefore,  not  neces- 
sarry. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  403  workshops  on  the  Register  kept  by  the 
Local  .Authority  in  terms  of  Section  131  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  1901. 

357  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  in  29  instances 
the  premises  examined  were  found  to  be  disconform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Act.  The  conditions  to  which  exception 
was  taken  were: — Want  of  cleanliness,  unsuitable  or  defec- 
tive sanitary  conveniences,  breaches  of  sanitary  requirements 
as  to  Bakehouses  and  otlier  nuisances.  Statutory  intima- 
tions were  served  on  the  occupiers  and  also  on  the  owners  in 
several  cases,  and  these  were  duly  complied  with. 
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There  was  only  one  Firm  within  the  Burgh  employing 
out-workers  and  in  conformity  with  Section  107,  sub-section 
1 (c)  two  lists  of  Outworkers  were  furnished.  The  February 
list  contained  the  names  and  addresses  of  111  Outworkers  of 
whom  24  were  resident  outwith  the  Burgh,  and  the  August 
list  contained  74  names  and  addresses  of  whom  2 were  resi- 
dent outwith  the  Burgh.  The  names  and  addresses  of  those 
Outworkers  resident  outwith  the  Burgh  were  forwarded  to 
the  Local  Authority  of  the  districts  in  which  they  respec- 
tively resided. 

The  work  of  the  Outworkers  included  knitting  and 
crocheting.  Their  homes  in  the  Burgh  were  duly  visited  and 
found  to  be  in  satisfactory  order. 

NUISANCES. 

In  connection  with  nuisances  under  Section  16  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  I was  not  called  upon 
during  1924  to  inspect  any  premises  on  which  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  had  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  that  nuisances 
existed,  and  where  the  authors  had  failed  to  comply  with 
the  Statutory  intimations  served  under  Section  19  of  the 
Act. 

SHIPPING. 

During  the  year  a departure  was  made  from  the  usual 
in  that  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  instituted 
direct  sailings  from  New  York  to  Greenock,  and  thus  raised 
the  question  of  the  Port  Sanitary  administration  for  passen- 
gers being  disembarked  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Port. 
As  it  is  known  the  vessels  arriving  at  the  Tail-of'-the  Bank, 
destined  for  Glasgow,  are  dealt  with  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  from  the  station  at  Princes  Pier,  Greenock,  and 
on  certain  occasions,  owing  to  the  tide  not  being  suitable  for 
large  vessels  proceeding  up  the  river,  the  passengers  have 
been  in  •'t.r.  habit  of  being  landed  at  Greenock  and  proceeding 
to  their  destination  by  train — amongst  those  passengers  pos- 
sibly many  resident  in  or  about  this  district. 

The  legal  right  of  the  Port  of  Glasgow  to  land  passen- 
gers in  this  way  at  Greenock  would  appear  not  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  terms  of  their  order,  and  whilst  this  question 
has  not  ' pen  raised  by  my  Local  Authority  definitely,  I have 
been  able  to  come  to  a temporary  working  arrangement  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Glasgow  Port  Sanitary  Au- 
thority, the  terms  of  which  are,  viz: — 

Where  the  ship  arrives  on  the  tide  and  can  pro- 
“ ceed  to  Glasgow,  no  question  will  arise  unless  some 
passengers  express  their  desire  to  land  at  Greenock 
“ owing  to  their  home  address  being  in  the  district.” 
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“ (1)  Dr.  Whiteford  will  arrange  to  see  those  of 
*'  Greenock  and  District  (district  to  include  Green- 
“ ock,  I’ort-Glasgow  and  Gourock),  while  Dr.  Sieger 
‘‘  will  deal  with  those  going  further  afield  (Kilinar- 
“ nock,  Ayr.,  etc.)  as  if  they  were  going  to  Glas- 
“ gow.” 


“ (2)  When  a ship  for  her  own  convenience  des- 
“ patches  all  her  passengers  via  Greenock  for  Glas- 
“ gow,  Dr.  Wliiteford  will  not  attend  unless  there  are 
“ some  Greenock  and  District  passengers  on  board.” 

“ (3)  When  any  contacts  or  passengers  are  landed, 
” Dr.  Sieger  will  supply  Dr.  Wliiteford  with  all  the 
“ necessary  information  which  may  be  obtained  on 
“ shipboard,  in  order  to  save  duplication  of  the  ques- 
“ tions  to  the  ships  Officers.” 

During  the  year  1 have  visited  26  vessels  which  have 
been  destined  for  the  Port  of  Greenock,  or  from  which  it 
was  proposed  to  land  passengers  here  whilst  their  port  of 
destination  was  Glasgow,  and  also  where  it  was  intended  to 
land  passengers  who  were  resident  in  this  district.  The 
Board  of  Health  are  anxious  that  a Port  Sanitary  Authority 
should  be  instituted  for  Greenock,  and  1 have  been  requested 
by  them  to  draw  up  a scheme  for  this.  I was  appointed  dur- 
ing the  year  as  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  at  Greenock,  but 
so  far  there  have  been  very  few  such  dealt  with. 


BACTEltH )L<  (G1GAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  specimens  from 
suspected  cases  of  Phthisis,  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Diphtheria  contacts,  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  and  contacts, 
Malaria  and  Venereal  Disease  (with  the  exception  of  blood 
tests)  have  been  carried  out  by  Dr.  Love,  Medical  Superin- 
tendent of  Gateside  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  specimens  examined  was  1,131.  1 

am  able  to  record  the  fact  that  in  no  single  instance  when  a 
negative  swab  was  obtained  from  amongst  the  contacts  did  a 
second  case  of  Diphtheria  develop  following  upon  the  first 
case,  although  26  positive  swabs  were  obtained,  and  1 am 
still  confident  that  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  would 
have  been  largely  increased  but  for  the  methods  adopted  in 
this  direction. 


38 


The  following  Table  shews  the  examinations  carried  out 
and  the  results. 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total 

Enteric  Fever. 

20 

110 

130 

Diphtheria, 

63 

741 

804 

Phthisis, 

14 

112 

126 

V.D.  Smears, 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever, 

37 

33 

70 

— 

1 

1 

134 

997 

1,131 

HOUSING. 


1 have  to  thank  Mr.  Millar  for  the  following  information 
in  connection  with  the  Housing  of  the  Town  during  the  past 
year. 

Private  Enterprise: — 

10  Flatted  Villas  of  5 apartments. 

2 Villas  of  6 apartments. 

1 Villa  of  7 apartments. 

1 Villa  of  8 apartments. 

2 Double  Cottages  of  4 apartments. 

1 Double  Bungalow  of  3 apartments. 

I Double  Bungalow  of  4 apartments. 

1 Bungalow  of  3 apartments. 

2 Bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

4 Bungalows  of  5 apartments. 

1 Bungalow  of  7 apartments. 

1 Altered  Dwelling  of  3 apartments. 

1 Altered  Dwelling  of  4 apartments. 

Total,  26  new  houses  and  2 altered  dwellings. 

Combination  Hospital — Physician  Superintendent’s  House  : — 
1 House  of  8 apartments. 

Corporation  Housing  Schemes : — Cowdenknowes. 

48  Semi-detached  cottages  of  3 apartments. 

14  Semi-detached  cottages  of  4 apartments. 

88  Flatted  Houses  of  3 apartments. 


150  Total. 

Houses  certified  for  occupancy  during  1924: — 

2 Semi-bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

3 Bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

2 Double  Bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

1 Bungalow  of  6 apartments. 

1 Bungalow  of  3 apartments. 

1 Cottage  of  3 apartments. 

6 Semi-detached  Villas  of  6 apartments. 
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2 Villas  of  0 apartments. 

1 V' i 1 la  of  5 apartments. 

1 Altered  dwelling  of  6 apartments. 

1 Altered  dwelling  of  5 apartments. 

1 Altered  dwelling  of  4 apartments. 

1 Altered  dwelling  of  3 apartments. 

Scottish  Veterans: — 

2 Semi-detached  cottages  of  3 apartments. 

Total,  25  houses. 

Corporation  Housing : — 

Cowdenknowes. — 

10  Cottage  houses  of  3 apartments. 

0 Cottage  houses  of  4 apartments. 

Fpper  Cornhaddock: — 

00  Tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

12  Cottage  houses  of  4 apartments. 

Insanitary  Areas: — Ann  St.  Scheme. 

30  Tenement  dwellings  of  3 apartments. 

24  Tenement  dwellings  of  2 apartments. 

Total.  148  houses. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that,  whilst  the  housing  of  the 
town  is  still  much  in  arrears,  an  increased  number  of  war- 
rants for  the  erection  of  dwellinghouses  and  also  certificates 
of  occupancy  were  issued  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  huts  which  were  erected  in  1922  have  still  proved 
most  satisfactory,  with  this  exception,  that  the  type  of 
stoves  has  proved  to  be  hardly  adequate,  and  more  satisfac- 
tory stoves  will  make  the  huts  very  comfortable  indeed. 

There  are  still  large  numbers  of  persons  in  the  district 
who,  from  want  of  accommodation,  are  compelled  to  live  in 
what  can  only  be  described  as  hovels,  and  the  provision  of 
suitable  habitations  for  such  is  urgently  to  be  desired. 

1 am  glad  to  note  that  tin*  opinion  I expressed  last  year 
in  regard  to  my  preference  for  tenements  as  compared  with 
the  cottage  type  of  dwelling-house  seems  to  have  been  corro- 
borated by  the  Board  of  Health  in  that  they  have  sanctioned 
the  construction  of  an  increased  percentage  of  tenement 
houses. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Corporation  in  regard  to  the 
inspection  of  meat  at  the  Slaughter-house,  whereby  the  part- 
time  service  only  of  Mr.  M’Intyre,  M .ll.C.V.S.,  was  made 


40 


available  as  Veterinary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  George  M Neill. 
Certificated  Meat  Inspector,  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
the  Slaughter-house,  has  worked  satisfactorily,  and  the 
Slaughter-house  has  been  kept  in  excellent  order. 

Nothing  further  has  been  decided  upon  in  regard  to  the 
erection  of  the  new  Slaughter-house. 

The  following  Return  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  shews 
an  analysis  of  the  work  of  Meat  Inspection  carried  out  dur- 
ing the  year : — 


Class. 

Number 

Slaughtered. 

Number 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Per- 

centage 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized 
for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

\V  hole 
Carcases 
seized 
for 

Diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized 

for 

Diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Bullocks, 

2,643 

268 

10.1 

2 

12 

10 

8 

Bulls, 

139 

45 

32.3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Cows, 

701 

377 

53.7 

20 

62 

64 

15 

Heifers, 

804 

87 

10.8 

— 

6 

— 

1 

Calves, 

1,677 

5 

0.3 

1 

— 

14 

5 

Swine, 

2,150 

197 

9.1 

10 

12 

3 

13 

Sheep, 

10,539 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

4 

Total, 

18,553 

979 



33 

95 

106 

46 

11 


T A B L E S . 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics, 
(a)  DEATHS. 


Ages. 

Population 
Estimated  at 
Mid-Year  by 
M.O.H. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Death  rate 
per  1000  of 
the 

Population 

Percentage 
Total  Deaths 

Average 
Death  -rate 
per  1000  of 
population 
during 
preceding 
5 years. 

Under  1 Year, 

1,999 

225 

112-55 

18-0 

103-0 

Under  5 Years, 

9,687 

408 

42-11 

32-64 

41  5 

From  5 to  15  Years, 

18,153 

49 

2-69 

3-92 

2-9 

From  15  to  65  Years, 

49,894 

465 

9-31 

37-20 

10-7 

Above  65  Years, 

4,366 

328 

75-12 

26-24 

70-1 

. TOTAL,  - 

82,100 

1250 

15-22 

100-0 

16-0 

(b)  BIRTHS. 


Births, 

Legitimate,  1,889  1 

Total  1,984 

Illegitimate,  95  J 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
Population. 

24-16 

TABLE  2 (District  A.) — Mortality  for  the  Lear  ending  31st  December,  1924. 
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43 


134  '126 


TABLE  2 (District  C.) — Mortality  lor  the  \ ear  ending  31st  December,  1924. 
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TABLE  2 (District  E.)  — Mortality  for  the  \ ear  ending  31st  December,  1924. 
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TABLE  IV.  Totals  of  A B C D and  E Districts,  as  per  Tables 
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1 ABLE  V . — Infantile  Mortality,  shewing  Deaths  from  stated 
causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  age,  1924. 


Disease. 

Below  1 week. 

1 and  under 

2 weeks. 

2 and  under 

3 weeks? 

3 and  under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks  and 
under  3 months. 

3 and  under 
6 months. 

6 and  under 
9 months. 

9 and  under 
12  months. 

Total  Deaths 
under  1 year. 

Smallpox,  ... 

, , , 

... 

... 

Chickenpox, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles, 

... 

1 

6 

2 

9 

Whooping  Cough,  ... 

3 

2 

9 

8 

22 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

... 

Erysipelas, 

... 

... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis, 

... 

... 

2 

1 

... 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis, 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases,  . . . 

... 

... 

... 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous), 

2 

2 

3 

2 

9 

Convulsions, 

1 

1 

4 

5 

3 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms), 

3 

5 

12 

10 

30 

Bronchitis, 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

8 

Laryngitis. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrhiea  and  Enteritis, 

1 

1 

2 

2 

i 

5 

12 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

... 

3 

2 

2 

7 

Congenital  Malformation, 

... 

Premature  Birth, 

33 

2 

2 

5 

1 

43 

Atrophy,  Debility  <fc  Marasmus 

22 

4 

3 

1 

7 

9 

5 

51 

Atelectasis, 

... 

Injury  at  Birth, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Suffocation,  Overlying, 

1 

... 

1 

Syphilis, 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Riokets, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

All  other  causes, 

2 

' 1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

14 

Total, 

57 

8 

8 

3 

28 

35 

47 

39 

225 

1 

TABLE  VI. — Table  of  Infectious  Diseases  ascertained  Month  by  Month  during  the  Year  ending 

31st  December,  1924. 
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TABLE  VII. — Shewing  how  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  or  ascertained  during 

the  \ ear  ending  31st  December,  1924. 
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Erysipela 

Malarial 

Chickenp 

Measles, 

Wlioopin 

Diarrhcva 

Enceplial 
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TABLE  \ III. — Comparative  Statement  of  the  number  of  cases  of  Zymotic  Diseases  treated 
at  Home  and  in  Hospital  in  different  sized  houses  during  the  year  1924. 
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| Removed, 
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X 

H 

c n 

District  A,  - -. 

District  B,  - - 

District  C,  - J 

District  D,  - j 

District  E,  - 

Ships,  - - | 

Total, 

TABLE  X. — Shewing  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  with  and  without  Medical  Attendance,  and 
the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  ascertained  Monthly,  for  the 
Twelve  Months  ending  31st  December,  1924. 


Month. 

Measles. 

Total. 

Percentage  of 
deaths  to  cases 
ascertained. 

Whooping  Cough 

^ BC 
W X 

3}  z 5 

i x £ 
£ x 

With 

Medical 

Attend. 

Without 

Medical 

Attend. 

With 

Medical 

Attend. 

Without 

Medical 

Attend. 

January, 

45 

10 

55 

Nil 

3 

3 

Nil 

February, 

79 

40 

119 

4-20 

2 

1 

3 

Nil 

March,  .... 

205 

104 

309 

1-61 

10 

2 

“ 

Nil 

April,  ... 

410 

273 

683 

2-34 

14 

12 

26 

3-84 

May,  ... 

244 

191 

435 

3-90 

4 

12 

16 

6*25 

June,  ... 

105 

103 

208 

•96 

11 

26 

37 

540 

July,  ... 

15 

12 

27 

3-70 

8 

13 

« 

9*52 

August, 

2 

1 

3 

33-33 

60 

187 

247 

2-02 

September, 

2 

14 

16 

.Nil 

57 

165 

222 

1-80 

October, 

3 

1 

4 

Nil 

69 

170 

239 

1*25 

November, 

3 

10 

13 

7 '69 

S7 

162 

249 

5*22 

Dcoember, 

9 

9 

18 

5*65 

80 

148 

228 

6*14 

Total, 

1122 

768 

1890 

2-59 

402 

901 

1303 
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11  of  these  Enteric  Fever  eases  were  treated  in  Smithston  Asylum  Hospital. 


TABLE  XII. — Shewing  the  number  of  Families  with  the  number 
of  Persons  therefrom  accommodated  in  the  Reception  House  each 
Month  during  the  \ ear  1 924,  also  the  average  stay. 


Month. 

• 

Number  of 
Families. 

Number  of 
Persons. 

Average  stay 
per  person. 

Number  of  Persons  in 
Contact  with. 

Total. 

£ 

S 

+3 

w 

Enteric 

Fever. 

tl 

— »» 

r;  S i 

49 

z ~ 

- i 

55 

January, 

7 

45 

11-0 

7 

38 

45 

February, 

8 

41 

6.5 

5 

• 

36 

41 

March, 

6 

34 

13-5 

34 

34 

April, 

5 

21 

6-3 

4 

17 

21 

May, 

8 

38 

8-7 

38 

38 

June, 

8 

32 

ll'O 

32 

32 

July, 

5 

16 

13-7 

16 

16 

August, 

11 

48 

8-3 

6 

42 

48 

September, 

12 

45 

10-3 

4 

41 

45 

October, 

12 

52 

10-6 

7 

45 

52 

November, 

11 

37 

11-1 

37 

37 

December, 

4 

1C 

14-7 

... 

10 

' 

10 

97 

419 

10-2 

26 

7 

386 

.... 

419 

Number  of  families  admitted  during  the  year, 

,,  persons  ,,  ,, 

S 

Average  stay  per  person,  10 "2  days 


97 


•119 


